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Synopsis

Where did the words bungalow and assassin derive? What did nice mean in the Middle Ages? How
were adder, anger, and umpire originally spelled? The answers can be found in this essential
companion to any popular dictionary. With over 17,000 entries, this is the most authoritative and
comprehensive guide to word origins available in paperback. Based on The Oxford Dictionary of
English Etymology, the principal authority on the origin and development of English words, it
contains a wealth of information about our language and its history. For example, readers will learn
that bungalow originally meant "belonging to Bengal," that assassin comes from the Arabic for
"Hashish-eater," and that nice meant "foolish or stupid” in the thirteenth century, "coy or shy" in the
fifteenth. And adder, anger, and umpire were originally spelled with an initial "n." These are but a
few of the fascinating tidbits found in this dictionary, which is a must for anyone interested in the

richness of the English language.
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Customer Reviews

"A model of its kind--all that anyone other than a specialist needs to know about words."--Daily

Telegraph

With over 17,000 entries, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Etymology is the most

authoritative and comprehensive guide to word origins available in paperback. Based on The Oxford



Dictionary of English Etymology, the principal authority on the origin and development of English

words, it contains a wealth of information about our language and its history.
This dictionary of etymology is concise and easy to use. The only thing | would have liked to see
was the dates of origin. | write historical novels and often need to look up a word to see if it was in

use during time period in which | am writing. | love to see those dates!

This book is the primary way my wife and | resolve arguments (they usualy revolve around

semantics and/or linguistic nitpicking).

Concise means giving a lot of information clearly and in a few words; brief but comprehensive. This
Etymology Dictionary must be an imposter; so to speak, because there is nothing comprehensive
about it and much of the original or root meanings of words are not found in the book when doing
comparisons to other etymology writings. Even though the cost was cheap, the funds were wasted,
so | would not make a recommendation.

Great info . .. just as promised

Investigate the etymology of etymology

Fine and handy, like it, thank you, PAC

Good pre-owned condition and does the job (etymology) well for my school-age grandson. Thanks.

The truth about lies,, sad but true!!!
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